
Cit)SHtunane Socl~tybegintalks
KendallOwens . RuthAnnVowanand JanieHicks animalsheltersitson.
T-HStaffWriter represented the Humane Society. "We wanted to form this

A committee made up of City Attorney Alan Cline and committee in an effort to bring
members of the Fonest City Mayor Gordon McCoy also about some resolution to the
Council and Forrest City Area atteJ~d~dthe meeting with Cline issues that we've had and one of
Humane Society met Thesday in mediating. those issues is the city's building
an. effort to bring resolution to The meeting opened with being built on our land. It is
months of bickering between the Carey telling council members considert;d an improvement and
two sides over operations ~ttb,e that the Humane Societywanted has addi:!d value to the land,"
ForrestCityAnimalShelter. to form the committee in an said Carey. .

Council members Chris effort to resolve the issues Cline responded saying that
Oswalt, Cecil Twillie and Glenn between the two parties. Carey be had letters from Chris
Shepherd represented the said that one of the primary Morledge,who was attorney for
council during the meeting .and issues in the matter was the Humane Society at the .time
FCAHSpresident Gail Carey, ownership of the land thilt SeeHUMANE,Page2- --- . r. _nt.. rrv

'",,:'(Continuedfrom Page1)
---If~ ()~ agI;eemen~f to the
effect fhii1q}1&~~ncilhad been
told that if tb.e1irea that the
property .~its 6n was eve!
annex~d into the city, the-
property would thenJ>.eturn~ct
over to the city.Careyresponded
saying that the wordingwas used
wbenthepropertyWas leased to
th~ City,.but that the lease was
nevetsigned.

t~ .that aside I don't think a
jllg.ge ~9uldlet yop keep a
building that you did not pay for
without you paying sometype of
just compensation. If the
Humane Society is taking the
position that they own the
building then the city has to do
somethiJ:Jgelse because Idon't
think any of us in here b~lieve
that th~ taxpayers would liketo
~ontinue to pay the utilities on a
building that they do not own,"
said Cline;

. Vowan said that some of the

conc~rns in regard to the !aild
and b1.lildingdealt with a lack of
C9ntrolbythe FIumaneSociety.

"I've worked in a large land
Jffice andit is hot unusual to see

/a governmenfentlty lease land
from a private 181!downer.But in
this instance there has been such
alack of control with what takes
placeoutthere thatmy concern
would be if we signthe land over,
then we .haveno more control,"
saidVowan.

Hicks requested c9pies of the
information that Cline was
referrin~ to and Cline told the
Humal!e Society members that
he would present the information
at the prOtM~rtime and in the
properfomlat.

tiThe situation that has
evolved out there is simply not- .-; 1-

workable," said Cline. "I don't Shepherd suggested a conumttee
think .it is a. good practice made qp of Humane Society
atiYiVhere to have two semi- members, council members and
antagonistic parties sharing at-large members, of the
space in the samebuildil!g and cOmmunity.Twilliestressed that
that's what we h~veat this point," one of.the goalS'ofthe comm~ttee
said Cline.. would.betosetup a specificjob

After.conside,rable discussiqn description for animal control
Vowanquestioned whether ilie officersand a grievanceprocess.
city might consider accepting "lam a dir~cti()ns person. If
pnly the land that th~ shelter sits Y9ugiyea persol! a specific1istof
on withm,lt taking all of the directions thattb,ey catl follow,
Hum~e§ocietyproperty. then you c,ancome back and say

"We,probably have,about two did you do this, didY9udo this. If
acres out there. My question is, not you' put yourself in the
would the city be willing to position oflildng or not liking a
accept just the land that the person which has nothing to do
building sits on. and allow us to with his or h~nob. It's whetb,er
keep the remainder of the they did the job,"saidTwillie.
p~opertybecause th,ereare things One issue both sides agreedon
that we would like to do to was the need Jar additional
develop.thatland," saidVowan.~ stafijugat the facilitY:i\1cCoy!;aid

No one voicedanpbjection to that the council had agreed to
Vowan'~,proposal,but Twilliesaid allowhim to hire a third part-time
that it ,was important that the employee which would 'allow
land issue be.settled before any some scheclulil!g changes.
other progfes!;be made. Members of the Humane Society

"W~pa.ve to determin~ expressed concern over access to
ownership of the Jand in.my theb1.lildingifthepr9perty and
$.>pi]]ion.Weneedtoknowexact1y equipment and medicine that
who owns what so that we can they store in the facilityjfthe
determine autoJ}omyand, property isturned oyerto the ci~
determine lines so iliat we kno~."We wahtto be able to have
when one party or th~ othi!rs accessto the animalSbecause we
lines have been crossed," said provide medicineJor them and
Twillie. socializethem and we want to be

. Afterquestions arosein.regard able toholdadopt-a-thons," said
to wMtherUle issue had to be Carey.
settled during Tuesday's.meeting, , McCoytold the group that ifa
'I\Yilliet1arifiedsaying,"Ng,.allof, third person is hired, the hours
the iss,*s can be..d,ecidedin one could 1>eextenqedat the faciJ,ity.
document, butowriership ofilie and weekend hours could be
,property has .to be~ttl1e top 'Of cr~ated. qlil!e qu~stioned the
that list." '. .. Htp1JaneSolffetymembers as to

The committe~ also agreed to how many..daysa.week extended
the formation of an Animal hours would be needed and how
Control Committeewhich would long the hours needed to ,be
meet on a regular basis and extended to. Humane SocietY
oversee operations at~e facility. members said that extended ilie

hours to 8 p.m. two daysi>erwee.'-
along with. Saturday acc~ss
should beaq::eptable. .

Vowantold council members
that. she logs. the Intake
information into..the ~omputers
and'that there are times that

pe.ople request. ~ogs at hours
when the facility isn't open.
O~altsaid thathehaq, exPressed
ljis c011.cerns regardfng that
matter with the mayor in the past.

"What we have as far as
operating hours are inaccessible
to theworking pqblic,not only at
the Animal Shelter, bu.t at City
HallandtheCivicCenreraswell.J
think we ,should hayea. city
employeeon siteatleast tWodays
a week until, let's say,S P'IJl'
which would. give you all
extend~daccessafter rou get off
work gn those two days and
possil:JlYon Saturda}(.a,s well," said
Oswart: . -_

Twilliesaid tliat a set schedule.----
of when the facilityjg op~n
should eliminate some of the
issue with accessibility to the
general public.
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