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Council discusses relationship

with FCArea Humane Society

Mayor wants to sever ties; some want more dialogue

David Nichel
T-H Staff Writer
The strained relationship

between the City

and the Torr

Humane Soclety came fo a head

—sagain — al

council meeting. ;

No Humane Society members
spoke. The discussion was
between Mayor Gordon McCay,

who advocates

with the Humane Society, and
several council members who

want to take a
approach.

The city and Humane Society
currently both work out of thr;'
Forrest (fi!‘}' Humane Shelter, and
there has been friction almost
since the beginning.
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when we recognize that we are in
this type of environment, or
fostering  thar type  of
environment for our employees,
that we have a right to covrect ji."

He said whatever needs 1o be
dane, “whatever it takes, we owe
our employees that right,”

He said anything less than a
complete break would simply
continue the problem,

‘It will never be corrected, it
will never be an environment
where our employees can wark
in peace, as long as we continue
to operate the way we are, There
is nothing you can say to
convince me of any other way. I
have witnessed time and time
dgain. It's not what I'm being
told. It's what I see,” spid MeCoy.

He said in the last two years,
several employees have been logt
from animal control,

“That being said, I want you
1o know that Mr. Hamilton is nat
out there by himself, I'm gning to
stand side by side with him, The
city is going to do whatever L !
takes 1o represent him and dg

everylhing to make sure he gets
fair treatment,” MeCoy added.
Oswalt said he would like 1o
have discussions with the
Humane Society, |
“U've been giving it a lor of
thought, and I agree that T would
Crewnrk in g condition

me,"” said Oswalt, “But beca Lse
some charges have been filed,
which are criminal charges,
against somebody, that's what
the court system is for — guilty
ornot guilry,

“Another thing I've thought
about is, if the council chooses to
get rid of the contract Uia’s our
there, the amount of free labor
we're getting out of them and the
amount of stuff they are getting
as far as food — I've never gotien
that straight from either party. We
might be looking at having to hire
additional people out there 1o
keep it going. There's no solution
tonight,”

He repeated his belief that
city employees should be
supported, but added, “Ihe city
can go out on a limb, There's
your opinion and my opinion
and everybody else’s opinjon.
But until something is resnlved
with (the charges), 1 just
personally  would  like 1o
continue some dialogue, There is
alot of emotion going on... There
is this turf war going on that we
don't need to have,”

He said even if the couneil
decides to break all ties with the
Humane Society, *The Humane
Society is not B0INg to go away,
Their organization’s purpase is to
look out for animals, They'll be
there, They may not be physically
in the building, hut they will be

they will be watching citizens
make sure dogs aren't abused "
He also said a new state law is

. Boing into effect on July 1 which

may force the city to change
some of its animal contrul lavs,

“We've got a lot to work on
between now and Tuly 1 ta make
sure what we're doing is right.”

McCoy said there is ny
cmotion between him ang the
Humane Society,

“Itry to stay out of animal
control  and the Humane
Society's business. That's why 1
have a dircctor,” he said.

MeCoy said that given the
number of animal control
employees who have come and
gone, "Something is wrong,
Something is seriously wrong.”

Shepherd said, “This situation
didn’t come overn ight, and it's
ot going to get fixed overnighr,
especially ronight. .1 would Jike
Lo see us continue g dialogue,
hopefully coming ta a resolution
within the next 90 days, of which
way it goes, whether its a
separation of the group with the
city, or donating the building to
them and building a new one.”

He said he believes the animal
control  department is
understaffed, and suggested
some training,

MeCoy said the animal
control officers are scheduled o
#0110 some raining this summer.

Charees against Hamlron

See DOGS on Page 2

include that dogs were not being
fed and watered, MeCoy said the
Humane Saciety menthers could
feed and water the dogs
themselves,

"W I walked in and saw a dog
without food and water, 1'd get
the dog some foad and witer,”
MeCoy said, “You bear the sume
responsibility to those dogs as
Forrest City AnimalControl,

Council member Cecil Twillie
offered cautonary note,

“Could we wail until part of
that is settled and then decide
what we should be dajng?”
Twillie asked. “T'm a lirde leery
when we discuss a case thar i
still in litigation. If | were on 4
different side, I'd be listening
closely 10 see if T could gel some
fodder.”

He said the discussion was
going a little too far.

The council took no actien
Tuesday,
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