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Councildiscussesrelationship
with FCAreaHuma11eSociety
Mayor wants to sever ties; some want more dialogue

David Nid,ol know that on May 11 of this the only option thnt comes.to
T-HStaff Wril£l" month, our animal control mind \\1.thme is going back to

The strained relationship direclor (was nrrested) on two what I said a couple oCmonths
between the City of Forrest City counts of animal crueHy," snid ago, Ihat we have p'ot to - 110
and the Forrest City Area McCoy.Hamilton is still on the percellt - cut the cord, separate
Humane Society came 10a I"'ad job, ourselves from the Humane
__ again - at Tuesday's city "I believe the charges hrought Society. At aU costs, 1 think we
councilmeeling. against Mr. Hamilton are need to do that."'

Np Humane Societymembers Cahricated,.Ithink they're wrong, He said city employees need
spoke. The discussion was alld I'll alwnys say it, based on some protection.
hetWeenMayor Gordon McCoy, the history of what t have "As the mayor and as the
who advocates severing aU ties wilnesscd over the last two years. couucil. it is incumbent upon u;
with the Humane Societv, and This is out of control with the that we do uot continue to allow
several council member~ who Humane Society at the animal OUTemployees 10be in that type
want to take a more measured shelter,"McCoysaid. of environment; McCoysaid. "In
approach. McCoy said he is nware that my opiniQn, tQ cQntiuuc to

The city and Humane Society cQuncil members Chris Oswalt operate like we're operating nQW,
currently b\lth work OUIof the and Glenn Shepherd have been where <:it'!employees are in that
Forrest CityHumane Shelter,and trying to negotiate with environmcnt. get arrested or face
there has been friction ahnQst mcmhers of the Humane Society, the pQssibilityof being arrested,
since the beginning. "to try to enter i11tQ some jt is certainly doiug them an

The latest crisis involves the dialogue and come up with SQme injustice:'
arrest of Roy HamiltQu, who direction to go with this Mcl.0Y continued, "Every
heads up the city's animal problem." director I've ever had, J'vcfQught
control unil, on charges Qf lIe continued, "I trunk that in for them all..and.as lQug as 1'm
animal cruelty. The allegatiQns Jighlof the currentpwblems tllnt sitting jn this chair I will
were made by members of the have con1e up, we Ileed to back continue to do that...I think we
Humane Society. away frQln that have a responsibility as a council

"Unless YQu'vebeen out of discussiQn...There are SQme and cerluinly as a mayor, thaI
town for the past month, you things we're working on ...And See DOGSon Page 2

(Continued from Page 1)
when we recognize that we are in
this type of environment.. or
fostering that typc of
environment for our employees,
that we have a right to con'eci it."

He said whatever needs to he
done, "whatever it lakes, we owe
our employees that right."

He said anything less than a
complete break would simply
cQntinuethe problem.

"It WillneVer be correcred, it
will never he an environment
where our employees can work
in peace, as long as we continue
to operate the way we are. There
is nothing you can say to
eQnvince me.of any other way. I
have witnessed time and time
again. It's not what I'm being
wid. It'swhat I see," said McCoy.

He said in the last two years,
several employees have been lost
from animal control.

"That being said, I want you
to know that Mr. Hamilron is not
out there by himself. I'm going to
srand side by side with him. The
city is going to do whatever It
takes to represent him and do
everything to make sure he gelS
filiI'tremment," MCCoyadded.

Oswalt said he would like to
have discussiQns WiLh the
Humane Society. .

"I've been giving it a lot of
thought, and I agree that I would. I~ workin a condition

me," said Oswall. "But because
some charges have been filed,
which are criminal charges,
against somebody, Ihat's what
the court system is for - guilty
or not guilty.

"Another thing I've thought
about is, if the council chooses to
get rid of the Contract Lltat'soUt
there, rhe amount 0/"free labor
we're gelling out of them and the
amount of stuff they are gelling
as far as food - I've never gotten

that straight from either parry.We
might be lookingat having to hire
additional people out there to
keep it going. 'Dlere'sno solution
tonight:'

He repeated his belief that
city empJQyees should be
supported, but added, "'fhe city
can go out on a limb. There's
your opinion and my opinion
and everybody else's opinion.
But until something is resolved
with (the charges), . I just
personally would- like to
continue SQme dialogue. There is
a lot of emotion going on...111ere
is this turf war going on that we
don't need to have:'

He said even if the council
decides 10 break all ties with tIll:
Humane Society, "The Humane

Socicty is not going to go away.
Their organization's purpose is to
look out for animals. They'll be
there. They may not be physically
in the building, hut they will be
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they will be ,yatching citizens to
make sure dogs aren't abused:'

He also sail! a new slate law is
going into effecI on July 1 which
may Corce Ihe city to change
some of its animal cQntrollaws.

"We've gOI a lot to work on
between now aJld July 1 to make
sure what we're doing is right,"

McCoy said there is nu
emotion between him and the
I lumane Society.

"I Iry to stay out Qf animal
control and the Humane

SOciety's business. That's why I
have a director," he said.

McCoy said that given the
numher of animal control
employees who have cOlne and

gone, "Something is wrong.
Something is seriously ,"v£Ong."

Shepherd said, "This situation
didn't come overnight. and it's
not going to get ftxed overnight,
espeeially tonight...I would like

to see us continue a dialogue,
hopefully coming to a resolution
within the neXt 90 days, of which
way it goes, whether it's. a
separation of the group with the
city, or donating the bUilding to
them and building a new one."

fIe said he believes the animal
control department is
understaffed, and suggested
some training.. .

McCoy said the llUimal
control officers lIre scheduled to
go to some training this summer.

r.harees against Hamill'"

indude that dogs were not being
fed and watered. McCoysaid the
Humane SOcietymembers could
feed and water the dogsthemselves.

"If I walked in and saw a dog
without food and water, I'd get
the dog some food and waler,"
McCoysaid. "Youbear the same
responsibility to those dogs as
ForreslCill'AnimalControl.

Councii memher CecilTwillie
offered a caulionary note. ..

"Could we wail until part of
that is settled and then decide
what we should be doing?"
1\villie asked. "I'm a liltle leery
when lVediscuss a case that is
still in liligation. If I were on a
different side. I'd he listening
clQselyto see if I could get somefodder:'

He said the discussion was
going a liltle too far.

The council took no action
Tuesday.
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